
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  21 September 2018 

Legal needs data to assist CLC funding applications 

Community legal centres now have new data to help them apply for $12 million a year in 
NSW Government funding following the release of a report identifying the state’s areas 
of most legal need. 

The report published by the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW will support the 
implementation of recommendations made by NSW Law Reform Commission Chairman 
Alan Cameron in his 2017 review of community legal centre services in NSW. 

Evidence of legal need in NSW to support the Cameron Review implementation builds on 
more than 20 years of empirical legal needs research and will assist community legal 
centres to complete their applications for funding which will be administered by Legal Aid 
NSW supported by Community Legal Centres NSW. 

In preparing this report, the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW has drawn upon the 
important Reshaping legal assistance services: building on the evidence base which it 
published in 2014, and the 2018 Collaborative Planning Resource which utilises ABS 
data. 

The report is organised into two sections: 

• Section 1 provides data on priority groups for services. Strategies for making 
services more appropriate and accessible for each priority group are identified. 

• An important feature is the Need for Legal Assistance Services (NLAS) 
community legal centre indicator, which provides a count of people likely to 
need legal assistance from a community legal centre if they were to experience a 
legal problem. 

• Section 2 provides data by 22 catchment regions, 18 of which are covered by a 
NSW generalist CLC. Information on the location of other legal assistance services 
in each catchment region is provided, as well as data on the priority groups. 

Attorney General Mark Speakman said the report will enable community legal centres to 
target their services to priority clients. 

“Community legal centres play a vital role by helping vulnerable and disadvantaged 
people to resolve their everyday legal problems. The three year funding cycle 
recommended by the Cameron Review gives these important centres much needed 

certainty. The Foundation’s report will be a key tool in providing that certainty,” Mr 
Speakman said. 

Foundation Director Geoff Mulherin said: “We know many disadvantaged people struggle 
under the weight of their legal problems and often suffer considerable legal and non-legal 
consequences as a result. Drawing on our extensive body of research and ABS data, our 
aim is to provide community legal centres with a reliable evidence base so they can 
prepare funding applications which reflect the actual legal needs of the communities that 
they serve.” 

 

https://www.justice.nsw.gov.au/Documents/publications-research/Final-Report-CLC-Services.pdf
http://www.lawfoundation.net.au/ljf/site/templates/reports/$file/CLC_Legal_need_NSW.pdf
http://www.lawfoundation.net.au/ljf/site/articleIDs/D76E53BB842CB7B1CA257D7B000D5173/$file/Reshaping_legal_assistance_services_web.pdf
http://www.lawfoundation.net.au/reports/2018cpr


 

 

 

 

About the Law and Justice Foundation of New South Wales 

The Law and Justice Foundation of New South Wales is an independent, statutory, not-
for-profit organisation established in 1967 to advance the fairness and equity of the justice 
system, and to improve access to justice for socially and economically disadvantaged 
people. Through our research, the Foundation identifies legal need, and what strategies 
work to address that legal need, to support the planning and delivery of the most effective 
justice and legal services. 
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