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About the Award 
Supported by the NSW 
Department of Justice, the 
Aboriginal Justice Award is 
presented to an Aboriginal individual or a group of 
individuals who have demonstrated outstanding 
commitment to improving access to justice for 
Aboriginal people in NSW. This may have been 
demonstrated in a range of activities over an extended 
period, or in a single significant activity.  

Selection criteria 
The judging panel is seeking nominations for living 
nominees that address the selection criteria for the 
Aboriginal Justice Award. To view the criteria visit 
www.lawfoundation.net.au/justice_awards 

Tips for nominators 
• Include the length and amount of time the nominee 

has dedicated to each activity. 

• Make sure to demonstrate or explain how or why 
their commitment has been outstanding. 

• Include examples of the nominee’s work (e.g. 
community legal projects or programs they ran, pro 
bono or volunteer work, significant cases/matters, 
law reform involvement). 

• If you are submitting the nomination based on a 
'single significant activity', describe the impact of 
the activity and how it improved access to justice in 
the community.  

• Ensure the referees can confirm the details in your 
nomination such as the length of time a nominee 
worked on a project or the impact of their work in 
the community. 

Frequently asked questions 
• Where can I get ideas about what to write? You 

may find it helpful to look at previous Justice 
Awards’ programs to get an idea of the individuals 
who have been nominated in the past and their 
work. To view last year’s program visit 
http://www.lawfoundation.net.au/ljf/site/templates/p
df/$file/2016_Program.pdf   

• Can I nominate an organisation? No. The Award 
was created to recognise individual/s’ 
achievements rather than an organisation. 

• How much should I write? Aim for around  
400 words in total for your description.  

• Can I act as a nominator and referee? No.  
You need to provide the names of two other 
people who can confirm what you have stated in 
the nomination. 

Award conditions 
1. Nominations should be in writing. If you have 

problems completing this form, please contact  
the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW by  
phone on (02) 8227 3200 or email at 
justiceawards@lawfoundation.net.au 

2. Nominations must be received by 5pm, 7 July 
2017. 

3. A nomination should include the Name, Address 
and Phone Number, and Email (if any) of the 
nominator, nominee and two referees. 

4. A nomination should address the Award criteria, 
see www.lawfoundation.net.au/justice_awards 

5. A nomination should be around 400 words in total. 
6. The judges’ decision is final. No correspondence 

concerning their decision will be entered into. 
7. The judges’ decision will be announced at the 

Justice Awards Dinner on 19 October 2017. 
8. Once submitted, the Law and Justice Foundation 

of NSW reserves the right to accept, decline, 
progress, withdraw or otherwise deal with any 
nomination as we see fit. 

Closing date 
Nominations for the 2017 Justice Awards close  
5pm, Friday 7 July 2017. 

Submitting your nomination 
You can submit your form: 
• Online: www.lawfoundation.net.au/justice_awards 
• Email: justiceawards@lawfoundation.net.au 
• Mail: Law and Justice Foundation of NSW,  

PO Box A109, Sydney South NSW 1235. 

Enquiries 
If you have any questions about this form  
or the Award criteria please contact the  
Foundation on (02) 8227 3200 or  
email justiceawards@lawfoundation.net.au 
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Previous winners  
2016: 
Grandmothers 
Against 
Removals 

Grandmothers Against Removals (GMAR) advocates 
against the removal of Aboriginal children from their families. 
In conjunction with the Ombudsman and the Department of 
Family and Community Services, GMAR developed the 
‘Guiding Principles for strengthening local Aboriginal 
communities in child protection decision-making’ which have 
been rolled out across the state. 

 

2015: Alistair Ferguson 

Alistair, a Ngemba man, received the 
Award in recognition of his work of more 
than 20 years in the Bourke community. 
Alistair has chaired the Bourke 
Aboriginal Community Working Party 
(BACWP) for 10 years and leads the 
Maranguka Justice Reinvestment 

Project in Bourke which seeks to bring about systemic 
change to achieve a reduction in Aboriginal youth offending 
and incarceration rates.  

 

2014: Kevin Cook, Aunty Mavis Davis  

Kevin, a Koori man of the Wandalian people, received the 
Award in recognition of his lifetime commitment to improving 
access to justice. In 1981 Kevin became the first Aboriginal 
General Secretary at Tranby Aboriginal College. 

Aunty Mavis, a Dunghutti woman from 
Kempsey, won the Award in recognition 
of her 30-year commitment to the 
Aboriginal community of the Mid North 
Coast. Aunty Mavis is involved in Circle 
Sentencing, domestic violence education 
programs and Youth Conferencing. 

 

2013: Lyall Munro Snr 
Lyall Munro Snr, a Gomeroi Elder and 
direct descendant of the Myall Creek 
area in Moree. Lyall has demonstrated a 
life-long and deep commitment to 
bringing about change for Aboriginal 
people. His fortitude and perseverance 

in fighting for justice has benefitted Aboriginal people not 
only in his local community, but across the State.  

2012: Linden McGrady 
Linden received the Award in recognition 
of his work with the Clontarf Foundation 
in Moree. Linden has been described as 
‘an ambassador for intervention and 
support’ for his commitment to diverting 
vulnerable youth from the juvenile justice 

system by mentoring and engaging them in sporting 
programs. 

2011: Jan Fennell 
Jan received the Award in recognition of 
her commitment to developing and 
initiating projects to foster a healthy 
relationship between the police and 
communities in Far West NSW. Jan's 
initiatives have helped her local 

community to find solutions to truancy and other problems. 
 

Winners prior to 2011 
2009 Winner: Nowra Circle Sentencing 
2008 Winner: Ruth Simon de Costa, Norman Laing 
2007 Winner: Paul Teerman 
2006 Winner: Lester Bostock 
2005 Winner: Elsie Gordon 
2004 Winner: Phillip Sullivan 
2003 Winner: Hewitt Whyman 
2002 Winner: Cleonie Quayle 
 


	Selection criteria
	Tips for nominators
	Frequently asked questions
	Award conditions
	Closing date
	Submitting your nomination
	Enquiries

