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Access to justice 
See Children and young people, Legal aid 

Apprehended Violence Orders 
Characteristics of respondents charged with breach of 
family violence intervention orders, Victoria Legal Aid, 
Research brief, Melbourne, 2016 (Vic) 
BRIEF: This paper identifies the common characteristics of 
respondents who receive legal assistance when charged 
with breach of a Family Violence Intervention Order (FVIO). 
It reviews data from both national and international 
literature on the characteristics of perpetrators of family 
violence. Further, it benefits from access to Victoria Legal 
Aid (VLA) client data over a seven-year period (2008–15) 
gathered from 10 990 clients who have received either a 
legal advice or a duty lawyer service and a further 4532 
clients who received a grant of aid during this period. The 
similarities across the literature review and VLA’s dataset 
suggest that this paper reveals characteristics of Victorian 
offenders consistent with those of offenders identified in 
other Australian and international studies. The research 
finds that respondents who receive legal assistance when 
charged with breach of a FVIO are more likely to present 
with the following demographic: they are overwhelmingly 
male, 25-44 years of age, they may have some form of 
disability or a mental health issue and there is an over-
representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

Child protection 
See Children and young people 

Children and young people 
See also Family violence 

Rights, remedies & representation: a global report on 
access to justice for children, Child Rights 
International Network (CRIN), London, 2016 
(International) 
RESEARCH: This report represents a snapshot of how the 
world has tried to develop mechanisms to protect children’s 
rights and ensure that there are remedies for violations. 
The research scrutinised the legal systems of 197 countries 
showing how national legal systems can be used to 
challenge violations of children’s rights and how children 
can use the law to assert their own rights. It identifies 
where the law falls short and where legal systems are 
designed in ways that make it difficult or impossible to 
combat abuses of children’s rights. 

Young people in child protection and under youth 
justice supervision 2013–14, Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare (AIHW), Data linkage series, no. 21, 
Canberra, 2016 (Australia)  
STATISTICS: This report presents information on young 
people aged 10–17 who were involved in the child 
protection system and under youth justice supervision in 
2013–14, using data from the linked child protection and 
youth justice supervision data collection. Results are limited 
to Vic., SA, Tas. and the ACT, the four states and territories 
with both child protection and youth justice supervision data 
for 2013-14. Results indicate that young people who were 
the subject of a care and protection order were 23 times as 
likely to be under youth justice supervision in the same 
year as the general population, one-quarter of young 
people in youth justice detention were also in the child 
protection system in the same year, and those who were 
younger at their first youth justice supervision were more 
likely also to be in child protection. 

Disability intellectual 
See Indigenous Australians 

Disability psychiatric 
See Apprehended Violence Orders, Indigenous 
Australians 

Family violence 
See also Apprehended Violence Orders 

Domestic and family violence and homelessness  
2011–12 to 2013–14, Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare (AIHW), Canberra, 2016 (Australia) 

https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/ch/10045/18hh0/573152/c0eccz0nf.html
http://www.lawfoundation.net.au/justsearch
http://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/research-and-analysis/characteristics-of-respondents-charged-with-breach-of-family-violence-intervention-orders
http://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/research-and-analysis/characteristics-of-respondents-charged-with-breach-of-family-violence-intervention-orders
https://www.crin.org/sites/default/files/crin_a2j_global_report_final_1.pdf
https://www.crin.org/sites/default/files/crin_a2j_global_report_final_1.pdf
http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129554443
http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129554443
http://www.aihw.gov.au/homelessness/domestic-violence-and-homelessness/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/homelessness/domestic-violence-and-homelessness/
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STATISTICS: People who experience domestic and family 
violence can come from a range of socioeconomic groups 
and can have vastly different life experiences and 
situations. The analysis presented in this web report 
explores the various characteristics of those people 
experiencing domestic and family violence who presented 
to specialist homelessness services in Australia during the 
3-year period from 2011‒12 to 2013‒14. It found that over 
one-third (36%) of the 520 000 Australians accessing 
homelessness services over the 3-year period sought help 
due to domestic and family violence. In addition, almost 
half (48%) of all domestic and family violence clients were 
homeless on presentation. The report revealed only 9 per 
cent of these clients received long-term accommodation 
when they first requested it. Advocates have suggested this 
is due to a chronic shortage of accommodation for women 
and children at risk of family violence as well as an 
increase in the number of women seeking help. 

Government services 
See Indigenous Australians 

Homeless 
See Family violence 

Indigenous Australians 
See also Apprehended Violence Orders 

Addressing the offending-related needs of non-violent 
Indigenous offenders, K Richards, Research brief 20, 
Indigenous Justice Clearinghouse, Canberra, 2015 
(Australia, New Zealand, Canada, United States) 
BRIEF: This brief examines the effectiveness of measures 
that aim to reduce non-violent offending by Indigenous 
people in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the USA. 
Drawing on the literature available, the brief identifies 
examples and principles for program development and 
delivery that have shown potential to reduce Indigenous 
non-violent offending. The brief suggests that, in general 
terms, incorporating Indigenous culture(s) into treatment, 
combining cultural content with Western treatment 
approaches, incorporating families and communities into 
treatment, addressing substance abuse and trauma, and 
addressing the broader historical and social context in 
which Indigenous offending occurs, are promising 
approaches to reducing reoffending. 

Crime, Aboriginality and the decolonisation of justice, 
H Blagg, Federation Press, Sydney, 2016 (Australia) 
RESEARCH: This book explores contemporary strategies 
which might reduce the extraordinary levels of 
imprisonment and victimisation of Aboriginal people in 
Australia that continue to rise despite numerous inquiries 
and reports. The book argues that the key factor in 
resolving these problems is investment in Aboriginal-owned 
and controlled justice, and justice-related processes, and 
focuses on how reducing levels of imprisonment and 
victimisation might be achieved. It explores the potential for 
hybrid initiatives in the complex ‘liminal’ space between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal domains, for example, 
Aboriginal community/night patrols, community justice 
groups, healing centres and Aboriginal courts. This new 
edition covers emerging issues such as Foetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorders (FASD) in the context of the role being 

played by Aboriginal women in creating new engagement 
strategies that bring together clinicians, lawyers and police 
to deal with the problem through locally managed 
alternatives to the formal justice system. It also reports on 
the consequences of the commonwealth government's 
'intervention' in remote NT communities in 2007. The 
author disputes the relevance of the western, urban, 
criminological paradigm to the Aboriginal domain, and 
questions the application of both contemporary innovations 
such as restorative justice and mainstream models of 
policing. He also refutes allegations that Aboriginal 
customary laws condone violence against women and 
children, pointing to the wealth of research to the contrary, 
and suggests these laws contain considerable potential for 
renewal and healing. The book maintains that unresolved 
questions of colonisation, decolonisation and sovereignty 
lie at the heart of debates about criminal justice in post-
colonial Australia. 

A predictable and preventable path: Aboriginal people 
with mental and cognitive disabilities in the criminal 
justice system, E Baldry, et al., University of NSW, 
Sydney, 2015 (NSW, NT) 
RESEARCH: The authors note that Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples with mental and cognitive disabilities 
are significantly over-represented in Australian criminal 
justice systems. However, there has been a lack of critically 
informed evidence, analysis and coordinated policy and 
service response on this human rights issue. The 
Indigenous Australians with Mental Health Disorders and 
Cognitive Disabilities in the Criminal Justice System 
(IAMHDCD) Project brings an innovative Indigenous-
informed mixed method research approach that provides a 
critical analysis of systems interactions and responses to 
the complex needs of Indigenous people with disability in 
criminal justice. It draws on the MHDCD dataset, which 
contains lifelong administrative information on a cohort of 
2731 persons who have been in prison in NSW and whose 
mental health and cognitive impairment diagnoses are 
known. All NSW criminal justice agencies and human 
service agencies have provided data relating to these 
individuals. A quarter (676) of the cohort is Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander: 583 Indigenous men (21% of 
the whole cohort and 86% of the Indigenous sub-cohort) 
and 93 Indigenous women (3% of the whole cohort and 
14% of the Indigenous sub-cohort). This has enabled the 
compilation of administrative de-identified lifecourse 
‘pathway’ case studies for Aboriginal people in the dataset, 
providing a broad, dynamic, trans-criminal justice and 
human service understanding of their involvement in the 
criminal justice system. It also reports on a qualitative 
investigation undertaken in four communities in NSW and 
one community in the NT of the experiences of Aboriginal 
women and men who have mental and cognitive disability 
and who have been in the criminal justice system. Analyses 
and interpretation of these findings are informed by the 
conceptual tools of decolonisation, complexity and critical 
methodologies in the fields of criminology, race, feminist 
and disability studies. 

Report on government services 2015: Indigenous 
compendium, Steering Committee for the Review of 
Government Service Provision (SCRGSP), Productivity 
Commission, Canberra, 2015 (Australia) 
REVIEW: This Indigenous Compendium contains all the 
Indigenous data to be found in the most recent Report on 

http://www.indigenousjustice.gov.au/briefs/brief020.pdf
http://www.indigenousjustice.gov.au/briefs/brief020.pdf
https://www.federationpress.com.au/bookstore/book.asp?isbn=9781760020576
https://www.mhdcd.unsw.edu.au/sites/www.mhdcd.unsw.edu.au/files/u18/pdf/a_predictable_and_preventable_path_2nov15.pdf
https://www.mhdcd.unsw.edu.au/sites/www.mhdcd.unsw.edu.au/files/u18/pdf/a_predictable_and_preventable_path_2nov15.pdf
https://www.mhdcd.unsw.edu.au/sites/www.mhdcd.unsw.edu.au/files/u18/pdf/a_predictable_and_preventable_path_2nov15.pdf
http://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/indigenous-compendium-2015
http://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/indigenous-compendium-2015
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government services, published in January 2015. Service 
areas covered are: child care, education and training, 
justice, emergency management, health, community 
services, and housing and homelessness. This edition 
reflects several improvements in reporting by Indigenous 
status, including new data on access to transition care 
services in aged care and complete reporting by all 
jurisdictions for group conferencing outcomes in youth 
justice. A Justice sector overview includes police, courts 
and corrective services. 

State of reconciliation in Australia 2016: our history, 
our story, our future, L Armstrong, Reconciliation 
Australia, Canberra, 2016 (Australia) 
REVIEW: Twenty-five years after the establishment of the 
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation (CAR), this report 
examines the state of reconciliation in Australia today. To 
develop a framework to measure Australia’s progress 
Reconciliation Australia undertook a review of reconciliation 
in Australia and internationally. As a result, five critical 
dimensions that together represent a holistic and 
comprehensive picture of reconciliation were identified. 
This framework allows measurement and analysis of 
Australia’s progress and sets out a roadmap for a 
reconciled Australia. The five dimensions are: race 
relations, equality and equity, institutional integrity, unity 
and historical acceptance. 

Legal aid 
White House Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable: civil 
legal aid research workshop report, National Institute 
of Justice and Office for Access to Justice & National 
Science Foundation, 2016 (International) 
RESEARCH: The workshop brought together an Expert 
Working Group (EWG) of around 40 domestic and 
international researchers and practitioners to discuss 
existing literature and research gaps on civil legal aid and 
its intersection with public safety and criminal justice. The 
workshop was designed to help create a civil legal aid 
research agenda and identify federal priorities for the 
conveners and the White House Legal Aid Interagency 
Roundtable. The panels focused on measuring access to 
justice, prisoners, human trafficking, consumer protection, 
elder abuse and domestic violence in the civil context. The 
elder abuse panel focused on health justice partnerships 
and both the elder abuse and domestic violence panels 
focused on legal assistance to Indigenous and remote 
communities. Each panel produced recommendations. 

Legal literacy 
How people understand and interact with the law,  
P Pleasence, NJ Balmer & C Denvir, PPSR, Cambridge, 
England, 2015 (United Kingdom) 
RESEARCH: The past 25 years have seen the conduct of 
at least 28 large-scale national surveys of public 
experience of civil (or predominantly civil) legal problems. 
They suggest that awareness of law and legal services, 
characterisation of problems, confidence in being able to 
resolve them and social norms play a critical role in 
determining problem resolution strategies. Using data from 
the 2010 and 2012 English and Welsh Civil and Social 
Justice Panel Survey (CSJPS), this report further explores 
the public’s understanding of law and legal services, other 
elements of legal capability, expectations of legal 

assistance and how these all relate to the experience of 
legal problems. 

Low income 
See Legal aid 

Men 
See Apprehended Violence Orders 

Older people 
See Indigenous Australians 

Parole  
Administration of parole, Victorian Auditor-General, 
Melbourne, 2016 (Vic) 
AUDIT: This audit examines whether parole is being 
administered effectively to achieve its intended outcomes. 
In particular, it examines the parole system in the wake of 
reforms arising from the review of the parole system 
conducted by former High Court Justice Ian Callinan. The 
report argues that reforms appropriately responded to the 
Callinan review's recommendations and that the operation 
of the parole system has improved. The Adult Parole Board 
is now better resourced and informed and parole officers 
better trained and supported. However, shortcomings in 
available data and insufficient performance monitoring in 
the past mean it has been difficult to quantify the benefits of 
the parole system. Further, it is argued that it is important 
the Department of Justice & Regulation (DJR) fully 
implements its parole reform evaluation framework so that 
these benefits can be better understood and weaknesses 
identified. Finally, the report states it is important that DJR 
ensures all systemic barriers preventing suitable prisoners 
from receiving parole are removed so that these prisoners 
can receive the full benefits of parole system reforms. 

Prisoners 
See Children and young people, Indigenous 
Australians, Parole 

Women 
See Family violence 

About JARA 
JARA (Justice Access Research Alert) is produced by 
Maureen Ward, Anna Russell, Maria Karras and Suzie 
Forell of the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW, Level 
13, 222 Pitt Street, Sydney, NSW 2000, phone (02) 8227 
3200.  Items from the current and previous editions of 
JARA are catalogued in the Foundation's JustSearch 
database, which also contains full text versions of 
selected Foundation research reports and key access 
to justice organisations in NSW.  
Feedback: If you have any feedback or comments 
about JARA please email news@lawfoundation.net.au 
or phone (02) 8227 3200. 

Subscribe/unsubscribe  
To subscribe or unsubscribe to JARA visit 
http://www.lawfoundation.net.au/subscribe  
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