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Assault 
See Children and young people, Women 

Asylum seekers 
See Culturally and linguistically diverse, Family violence 

Children and young people 

The young Australian’s attitudes towards violence 
against women report: findings from the 2013 National 
Community Attitudes towards Violence Against 
Women Survey for respondents 16–24 years, A Harris, 
N Honey, K Webster, K Diemer & V Politoff, Victorian 
Health Promotion Foundation, Melbourne, 2015 
(Australia) 

RESEARCH: This report summarises findings and 

discusses implications relating to the youth sample in the 
2013 National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
Against Women Survey (NCAS). The NCAS involved 
interviews with 17,500 Australians including 1,923 young 
people aged between 16 - 22 years.  The youth sample 
findings are compared with those aged 35 - 64 years of 
age, enabling results to be compared between two 
generations: young people and their parents. The report 
identifies positive attitudes, but also concern with regard to 
the attitudes of young people on violence. Findings indicate 
that young people show a higher level of attitudinal support 
for violence against women than those aged 35-64 years. 
They also have a lower level of understanding that violence 
is more than physical violence and forced sex, and are less 
likely to support gender equality in relationships. 

 

Community justice 

Estimating the costs associated with community 
justice, A Morgan & R Brown, Trends & issues in crime 
and criminal justice, no. 507, Australian Institute of 
Criminology, Canberra, 2015 (Vic) 

EVALUATION: Established in 2007 to address high rates 

of crime and disadvantage, the Neighbourhood Justice 
Centre (NJC) provides a range of local justice and social 
services to the City of Yarra community in Victoria. A major 
challenge for the NJC is dealing with questions regarding 
value for money and responding to the criticism that they 
are an expensive alternative to traditional responses to 
crime and offending. This paper compares the operating 
costs of the NJC court and client services with similar 
mainstream programs operating within the Magistrates’ 
Court of Victoria. Following a brief overview of the NJC and 
evidence from previous economic studies of community 
justice models, the methodology used to estimate the costs 
associated with NJC court and client services is described. 
The results show that there are areas in which the NJC 
appears to be more cost-efficient. What these results also 
show is that community justice models incur additional 
costs over and above those of normal magistrates’ courts. 
However, the authors argue, when read alongside the 
paper by Stuart Ross evaluating the impact of the NJC on 
order compliance and reoffending, it is apparent that this 
additional investment contributes to a number of important 
outcomes. Further work is necessary to determine whether 
the NJC is cost effective. Nevertheless, having access to 
data on the relative cost of community justice models like 
the NJC contributes to a more informed discussion around 
the cost implications for government. 

Evaluating neighbourhood justice: measuring and 
attributing outcomes for a community justice program, 
S Ross, Trends & issues in crime and criminal justice, 
no. 499, Australian Institute of Criminology, Canberra, 
2015 (Vic) 

EVALUATION: Community justice programs represent an 

innovative approach to a range of crime and safety issues 
by engaging the community in identifying problems and 
generating solutions. However, as with many small-scale or 
specialist court programs, community courts have found it 
difficult to provide robust outcome evaluation data to 
demonstrate their effectiveness. These barriers include 
establishing cause and effect relationships between 
community court interventions and programs and large-
scale social outcomes, controlling for the variations in 
offender characteristics (particularly risk) that arise as a by-
product of the community court model, and detecting 
differences in outcomes when sample sizes are relatively 
small. This report examines data from the first 
comprehensive Australian community justice initiative, the 
Neighbourhood Justice Centre in the City of Yarra, 

https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/ncas
https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/ncas
https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/ncas
https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/ncas
http://aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/tandi_pdf/tandi507.pdf
http://aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/tandi_pdf/tandi507.pdf
http://aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/tandi_pdf/tandi499.pdf
http://aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/tandi_pdf/tandi499.pdf
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Melbourne, and suggests a number of strategies to 
improve understanding of how programs like this contribute 
to improved justice and community outcomes.  Three 
criminal justice outcomes relevant to community courts are 
considered: crime rates, community order completion rates 
and recidivism rates, and the methodological challenges 
involved in using them in evaluation studies. Clear benefits 
arising for the community justice model are reported; 
however, the importance of considering a wider range of 
outcomes when assessing a program’s worth, such as 
victim satisfaction and community engagement is noted. 

Courts 
See Community justice, Family violence 

Culturally and linguistically diverse 

Mapping social cohesion: the Scanlon Foundation 
surveys 2015, A Markus, Monash University, Caulfield 
East, Vic, 2015 (Australia) 

RESEARCH: This report presents the findings of the eighth 

Scanlon Foundation Mapping Social Cohesion national 
survey, conducted in June-July 2015. The report builds on 
the knowledge gained through the seven earlier Scanlon 
Foundation national surveys (2007, 2009-2014).   It 
includes discussion of public opinion on social cohesion, 
trust, immigration, asylum seekers, and ethnic, cultural and 
religious diversity. The survey used a dual-frame sample 
methodology comprising both randomly generated landline 
telephone numbers and randomly generated mobile phone 
numbers. And analysis was undertaken across three age 
groups: young adults (20-29), middle-aged (40-49) and 
older Australians (60-69). Among its findings, the report 
indicates that the Scanlon-Monash Index of Social 
Cohesion has moved in the strongest positive direction 
since the Index was established in 2007, although it is still 
at a relatively low level. 

Disability psychiatric 
See Self defence 

Family violence 
See also Self defence 

Domestic violence: issues and policy challenges,  
J Phillips, A Dunkley, D Muller & C Lorimer, Research 
paper, Parliamentary Library, Canberra, 2015 
(Australia) 

BRIEF: The authors note that the prevalence and 

underlying causes of domestic violence are complex with 
the result that there is a great deal of confusion and 
misinformation reflected in the public debate. This paper 
provides information in a simplified format on issues 
surrounding domestic violence drawing from key research, 
focusing on Australia. 

Evaluation of the Metropolitan Family Violence Court 
and evaluation of the Barndimalgu Court: evaluation 
report, Research and Analysis Branch Department of 
the Attorney General, Policy and Aboriginal Services 
Directorate, WA Department of the Attorney General, 
Perth, 2014 (WA) 

 

EVALUATION: This report sets out the findings from the 

technical working papers prepared on the 2011 outcome 
evaluation of the six Metropolitan Family Violence Courts 
(MVFC) and the 2013 evaluation of the Barndimalgu Court 
(BFVC), Geraldton. The purpose of both evaluation 
processes was to establish whether Family Violence Courts 
are operating effectively and whether they represent a cost-
effective alternative to mainstream courts, after accounting 
for victim outcomes, recidivism and financial cost. Various 
methods were used including:  literature overview; 
stakeholder interviews; victim and offender interviews; 
analysis of victim and offender feedback surveys; 
quantitative data analysis; and cost analysis. In addition, 
the evaluation process for the Barndimalgu Court was 
grounded in principles of cultural integrity and good 
practice methodology for evaluation of Aboriginal 
programs. The results indicate that, based on the statistical 
analysis, participation in the MVFC is producing less 
effective results in terms of likelihood of re-offending than 
mainstream courts. The results of the evaluation of the 
BFVC, whilst slightly more positive, are not significantly 
different to those in the mainstream court. However, the 
analysis does suggest that participation in a case managed 
BCP is of potential benefit to offenders. In both courts, unit 
cost is significantly higher. The report notes that the higher 
cost premium for these courts is due to the greater level of 
specialist service, which usually includes: psychological 
assessment; more court appearances; court-based case 
management attended by professionals from multiple 
government agencies, legal counsel and magistrates; 
supervision; victim support; counselling; and other 
supports. The report suggests that utilising mainstream 
courts in conjunction with case managed behaviour change 
programs is likely to be more effective in reducing 
reoffending by family violence offenders and will also be 
more cost effective. 

Evaluation of the 2012 family violence amendments: 
court outcomes project, R Kaspiew, R Carson, L Qu, B 
Horsfall, S Tayton S Moore, M Coulson & J Dunstan, 
Australian Institute of Family Studies, Melbourne, 2015 
(Australia) 

EVALUATION: The relevant amendments to the Family 

Law Act 1975 (Cth), which came substantially into effect on 
7 June 2012, were intended to support increased 
disclosure of concerns about family violence and child 
abuse, and to support changed approaches to making 
parenting arrangements where these issues are pertinent 
to ensuring safer parenting arrangements for children. The 
Court Outcomes Project examined the effects of these 
2012 reforms on court filings, patterns in courtbased 
parenting matters and the judicial interpretation of key 
legislative provisions introduced by the amendments. 
Results indicate that each component of the Court 
Outcomes Study identified shifts consistent with the 
intention of the 2012 family violence amendments, which 
included measures aimed at improving the disclosure and 
identification of, and response to, family violence and child 
abuse in family law matters. 

Evaluation of the 2012 family violence amendments: 
experiences of separated parents study, R Kaspiew, R 
Carson, J Dunstan, J De Maio, S Moore, L Maloney, D 
Smart, L Qu, M Coulson & S Tayton, Australian 
Institute of Family Studies, Melbourne, 2015 (Australia) 

http://monash.edu/mapping-population/public-opinion/surveys/scanlon-foundation-surveys/mapping-social-cohesion-national-report-2015.pdf
http://monash.edu/mapping-population/public-opinion/surveys/scanlon-foundation-surveys/mapping-social-cohesion-national-report-2015.pdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/prspub/4214443/upload_binary/4214443.pdf;fileType=application/pdf
http://www.department.dotag.wa.gov.au/_files/fvc_evaluation_report.pdf
http://www.department.dotag.wa.gov.au/_files/fvc_evaluation_report.pdf
http://www.department.dotag.wa.gov.au/_files/fvc_evaluation_report.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva-courtoutcomes.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva-courtoutcomes.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva-esps.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva-esps.pdf
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EVALUATION: The findings of this report are based on 

data from two separate samples, each of over 6,000 
separated parents, who had separated either before or 
after the 2012 family violence amendments. The core focus 
of both studies were on investigating parents’ experiences 
of family violence and safety concerns (including children’s 
exposure to family violence) and their experiences in 
disclosing family violence and safety concerns to family law 
system professionals. The research also explored parents’ 
use of services, patterns in parenting arrangements, child 
support arrangements and parent and child wellbeing. 
Overall, the findings suggest some positive shifts in a 
direction consistent with the intention of the reforms in 
some areas, and limited or mixed effects in other areas. 
Consistent with the intention of the reforms, there is 
evidence of increased emphasis on identifying family 
violence and child safety concerns across the system, but 
particularly among lawyers and courts. There is also 
evidence that parents with safety concerns were more 
likely to seek support from family law system services to 
stop or limit contact than they were before the reforms. 

Evaluation of the 2012 family violence amendments: 
responding to family violence: a survey of family law 
practices and experiences, R Kaspiew, R Carson, M 
Coulson, J Dunstan & S Moore,  Australian Institute of 
Family Studies, Melbourne, 2015 (Australia) 

EVALUATION: This research examines the extent to which 

the aims of the 2012 family violence amendments are 
being realised. These aims include improving the family law 
system’s ability to identify family violence and child safety 
concerns and to support parenting arrangements that 
prioritise the protection of children from harm over their 
right to enjoy a meaningful relationship with each parent 
where these aims are in conflict. The findings are based on 
data collected in two studies: the multidisciplinary surveys 
of judicial officers and registrars; and telephone interviews 
conducted with parents who comprised a sub-sample of 
parents participating in the Experiences With Services 
module of the Surveys of Recently Separated. Findings 
indicated that the majority of professionals working in the 
family law system support the direction of the 2012 family 
violence reforms. Professionals from a non-legal 
disciplinary background were most likely to endorse the 
reforms, but majorities of judicial officers/registrars and 
lawyers were also positive about the reforms. Overall, three 
in four parents interviewed accessed at least one service in 
relation to their separation. Lawyers were the most 
commonly used service by both mothers and fathers in this 
sample, followed by Family Dispute Resolution and Family 
Relationship Centres. The majority of parents reported that 
they accessed the service via informal pathways—
predominantly self-referrals (43%), with formal referrals 
provided most commonly from lawyers (12%). Higher 
proportions of parents who had experienced family violence 
reported that they accessed the service by a referral from 
another service. 

Evaluation of the 2012 family violence amendments: 
synthesis report, R Kaspiew, R Carson, J Dunstan, L 
Qu, B Horsfall, J De Maio, S Moore, L Moloney, M 
Coulson & S Tayton,  Australian Institute of Family 
Studies, Melbourne, 2015 (Australia) 

EVALUATION: This report draws together findings from 

each of the three studies that made up the Evaluation of 

the 2012 Family Violence Amendments: the Responding to 
Family Violence (RFV) survey of family law practices and 
experiences; the Experiences of Separated Parents Study 
(ESPS), which comprised two cross-sectional quantitative 
surveys; and the Court Outcomes Project (CO Project), 
involving an examination of quantitative data from court 
files. The findings from these three projects are described 
in detail in three separate reports. 

Promoting community-led responses to violence 
against immigrant and refugee women in metropolitan 
and regional Australia: the ASPIRE Project: state of 
knowledge paper, C Vaughan, et al., Australia's 
National Research Organisation for Women's Safety 
(ANROWS), Sydney, 2015 (Australia) 

RESEARCH: This state of knowledge paper examines a 

broad range of national and international research to 
present the current knowledge about family violence 
against immigrant and refugee women. While the paper 
identifies critical evidence on the topic, it acknowledges 
that much of the available literature has methodological 
issues, including incomplete and inconclusive prevalence 
data; small sample sizes; and conceptualising family 
violence in ways that are not recognised by immigrant and 
refugee communities. The authors argue that: overall 
immigrant and refugee women report similar forms of family 
violence as women from non-immigrant backgrounds, 
however there are some differences in the types of 
violence experienced and the structural contexts where it 
takes place; the constraints produced by immigration 
policies are of significant concern, where women depend 
on perpetrators for economic security and residency rights; 
many immigrant and refugee women are motivated to 
resolve family violence without ending relationships and 
breaking up families, for reasons including immigration 
concerns and family and community pressures; and that 
there is scant evidence that the increase in criminal justice 
responses to family violence, such as “mandatory arrest” 
and “pro-prosecution” approaches, are helpful for 
immigrant women, and may deter them from seeking 
assistance in crisis situations. The paper also identifies key 
gaps in literature on this issue, particularly in connection to 
the ways immigration policies, structural disadvantage and 
location interact with immigrant and refugee women’s 
experiences of family violence. 

Stepping stones: legal barriers to economic equality 
after family violence, E Smallwood, Women’s Legal 
Service Victoria, Melbourne, 2015 (Vic) 

RESEARCH: This study identifies legal and economic 

problems arising from family violence which result in 
serious financial hardship for women. This report contains 
the findings of the project and recommendations for 
solutions in the areas of reform to utility and 
telecommunication service providers; banking and lending; 
the family law system; the family violence legal system; the 
victims of crime assistance (VOCA) system; and greater 
availability of services. 

Indigenous Australians 
See Family violence 

Legal need 
See Rural, regional and remote 

https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva-rfv.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva-rfv.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva-rfv.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva2012-synthesis-report.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/sites/default/files/efva2012-synthesis-report.pdf
http://anrows.org.au/publications/landscapes/promoting-community-led-responses-violence-against-immigrant-and-refugee?utm_source=ANROWS+Newsletter&utm_campaign=c053f2542e-Landscapes_Issue_Twelve_e_alert_11_17_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ac2f28d0aa-c05
http://anrows.org.au/publications/landscapes/promoting-community-led-responses-violence-against-immigrant-and-refugee?utm_source=ANROWS+Newsletter&utm_campaign=c053f2542e-Landscapes_Issue_Twelve_e_alert_11_17_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ac2f28d0aa-c05
http://anrows.org.au/publications/landscapes/promoting-community-led-responses-violence-against-immigrant-and-refugee?utm_source=ANROWS+Newsletter&utm_campaign=c053f2542e-Landscapes_Issue_Twelve_e_alert_11_17_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ac2f28d0aa-c05
http://anrows.org.au/publications/landscapes/promoting-community-led-responses-violence-against-immigrant-and-refugee?utm_source=ANROWS+Newsletter&utm_campaign=c053f2542e-Landscapes_Issue_Twelve_e_alert_11_17_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ac2f28d0aa-c05
http://www.womenslegal.org.au/files/file/Stepping%20Stones%20Report(1).pdf
http://www.womenslegal.org.au/files/file/Stepping%20Stones%20Report(1).pdf
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Men 
 See Family violence 

Refugees 
See Family violence 

Rural, regional and remote 
See also Family violence 

Law stretched thin: access to justice in rural America, 
LR Pruitt & BE Showman, UC Davis legal studies 
research paper, no. 391, School of Law, University of 
California, Davis, CA, 2014 (United States) 

RESEARCH: This article discusses a range of access to 

justice issues in rural places: challenges faced by rural 
legal services providers, along with others generally 
associated with small firms and solo practice; distance 
barriers to professional development and networking 
opportunities; ethical and economic conflicts of interest 
associated with lack of anonymity; obstacles encountered 
by individuals seeking legal services. These obstacles 
include affordability, confidentiality, inability to get to 
courthouses and other legal institutions. The authors argue 
that persistently high poverty rates in rural America also 
aggravate the challenge because poor people are less 
likely to have their legal needs met, wherever they live. The 
article also includes a comparative component, surveying 
available information about rural lawyering and access to 
justice in other nations, most notably Canada and Australia. 
The authors conclude that achieving robust access to 
justice requires the attention and effort of an entire 
community and they recommend that:  enabling access to 
justice should include partnerships with a wide array of 
service providers who can meet non-legal needs while also 
helping those confronting problems to identify when legal 
assistance could be of use as well as collaboration among 
lawyers across and along the rural-urban continuum. 

Self defence 

Review of the law relating to self-defence: final report, 
Tasmania Law Reform Institute, Final report, no. 20, 
Hobart, 2015 (Tas) 

RESEARCH: This report considers the circumstances in 

which a person can lawfully use force in self-defence, in 
particular how the law should treat mistaken beliefs in the 
need for self-defence arising from delusions caused by 
mental illness, heightened perceptions of danger produced 
by psychological factors, intoxication and drug-induced 
psychosis. The report also considers the operation of the 
defence where victims of family violence take self-
protective action. The Institute: sought and considered 
responses to the questions asked in an Issues Paper; 
prepared and distributed a survey to people with 
specialised knowledge and experience in this area; 
undertook a search of the online archives of Tasmanian 
newspapers to identify Supreme Court cases where an 
accused had relied on self-defence at trial and an acquittal 
was reported in the media; and conducted a search of 
sentencing comments and appeal cases heard in the 
Tasmanian Supreme Court to identify cases where the 
defendant relied on self-defence at trial (often 
unsuccessfully). It made 23 recommendations including  

one for reform that would clarify the law and facilitate 
reliance on self-defence in cases arising in the context of 
family violence. 

Sexual assault 
See Children and young people, Family violence 

Women 
See also Children and young people, Family violence 

Violence against women in Australia: additional 
analysis of the Australian Bureau of Statistics' 
Personal Safety Survey, 2012, P Cox, Horizons 
research report, issue 1, Australia’s National Research 
Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS), Sydney, 
2015 (Australia) 

STATISTICS: The Australian Bureau of Statistics' 

Australian Personal Safety Survey is the most 
comprehensive quantitative study of interpersonal violence 
in Australia with over 17,000 women and men completing 
the 2012 survey. This ANROWS additional analysis 
provides several hundred new statistical items related to 
violence against women which have not been publicly 
available before, as well as data tables not previously 
generated. Findings indicate that: four out of ten women 
and five out of ten men having experienced at least one 
incident of violence since the age of 15. Men were more 
likely to be victims of physical violence (one in two men and 
one in three women) while women were more likely to be 
victims of sexual violence (one in five women and one in 22 
men); both women and men were more than three times as 
likely to be physically assaulted by a man than by a 
woman. A man was most likely to experience violence in a 
place of entertainment and a woman was most likely to 
experience violence in her home. Seven out of ten men 
and five out of ten women said alcohol or other drugs 
contributed to their most recent physical assault by a male; 
4.3 times as many women than men reported that they felt 
fear or anxiety after their most recent physical assault 
committed by an opposite sex perpetrator; and that gender 
remains the most substantial variable when considering 
differences in patterns of victimisation and perpetration. 
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